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Collaboration on Energy and 

Environmental Markets

Australia’s electricity 
sector: 
already resilient?
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Recently?

• A 600 page report that
• doesn’t mention the terms ‘community 

energy’ or ‘energy resilience’
• Makes only one mention of stand-alone 

power systems “Energy providers 
agreed that stand-alone power systems 
would increase network resilience and 
reduce the exposure of energy 
infrastructure assets and therefore 
communities to power outages”
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Previously…
• Cable failure due to long-term overloading 

disconnects Tasmania from Australian 
NEM for almost 6 months

• Cyclones impacting power in Northern 
Queensland

4



Collaboration on Energy and 

Environmental Markets

Previously…
• Extreme weather lightning and wind, NEM 

operational strategy, incorrect wind farm 
protection settings combine to black out 
South Australia
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… and to 
come?
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Current planning frameworks 
-National Government

• Federal Government – a focus on 
energy security
• 2015 Energy White Paper doesn’t 

mention resilience

• but growing efforts on resilience wrt
critical infrastructure including 
electricity, gas, liquid fuels
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Current planning frameworks 
-State and Territory Governments
• Critical role as key planning jurisdictions

• Key role also in local government capabilities
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Current planning frameworks 
-Electricity industry specific actors
• Australian Energy Market Commission –

focussed on security but adding resilience 
to make system security framework:
• broader – enabling AEMO to consider a wider 

range of extreme events
• faster – streamlining the process for AEMO to 

identify risks and take proactive steps where 
cost-effective

• more flexible – enabling AEMO to respond to 
extreme risks to the power system which were 
not foreseen in its annual risk review.

• Australian Energy Market Operator 
• resilience now part of the Integrated 

System Plan in terms of scenario 
assessments, treatment of risk

• Network Service Providers
• Work in progress, a new framework for 

facilitating stand-alone power systems
for remote communities under some 
circumstances
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Another vision for 
community energy
resilience
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