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Resilience – uses (and abuses?)
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Resilience in context

• Self-reliance and resilience 
do these habits seem familiar to 
communities in the PICTs? 

• Resilience as ‘bouncing back’
How far do you fall first?
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1. Frugal hedonism

2. Home based work

3. Daytime lifestyle and 
sleeping patterns

4. …..

5. Multi-tasking
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Resilience in context – how well you are doing 
depends on what you’re counting?
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Energy resilience:
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Energy Resilience as a higher level 
or lower level framing (e.g. arup vs IEA)
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Community 
energy resilience 
– context still 
matters
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vs
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Planning is essential …. 
but many potential pitfalls
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Planning (not plans)
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Resilience planning frameworks
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Energy oriented
resilience planning
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Existing frameworks
sustainability oriented
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Existing frameworks – SENDAI
disaster oriented

• Operating at 4 levels – local, national, regional and global

• 1 global outcome, 1 goal, 7 global targets, 13 guided principles, 4 
priorities, 4 levels – local national regional global, 38 indicators

13



Collaboration on Energy and 

Environmental Markets

Existing regional frameworks – FRDP
resilience oriented
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Framework for Energy 
Security & Resilience 
in the Pacific (FESRIP) 

3 transformative pathways towards a more 
resilient, renewables-based energy system.

• creating effective national and regional energy 
policies, plans, legislation, and regulations. IRENA 
and SPC are already working closely with Pacific 
Island countries to develop renewable energy 
guidelines, enhance Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs), and provide 
implementation support. SPC in collaboration 
with PRIF and other partners are currently 
developing the Framework for Energy Security 
and Resilience in the Pacific (FESRIP) 2021-2030, 
of which the Pacific SIDS has set a vision of 100 
per cent renewable electricity.

• support development and implementation of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency projects 
that have been severely impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic, such as tourism, agriculture-food 
production, and fisheries. 

• attracting investments to the Pacific SIDS. IRENA’s 
calculations estimate that the Pacific will need to 
invest approximately USD 5.9 billion in driving this 
transition through installing an additional 1.8 GW 
to meet NDC targets. This will be supported 
through sustainable financing between project 
developed and investors to drive these priorities 
throughout this agreement.
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Draft report - themes for planning and 
investing in more resilient energy systems
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Draft report - some insights with relevance to planning

• Extraordinary vulnerabilities both in terms of climate change impacts and other 
possible shocks, and limited capacities to manage these 
• Limited technical capacity and supply chain difficulties
• Funding constraints – external and internal, interactions between these
• Risks “Fix problems rather than pre-empt and design for new circumstances”

• Governance challenges, and opportunities to address these vulnerabilities
• Strong social capital, Community resilience models
• Lacking technoeconomic capacity to deliver on visions
• Complexities of Donor Policies and Foreign Aid Energy Projects

• Opportunities through resilience
• Effectively augment disaster response initiatives – Build Back Better
• Diversification and decentralisation of the energy mix
• Strengthening community responses to energy challenges
• A more resilient mix of grid, mini/micro grid and off-grid solutions
• Community participation fosters success of energy projects
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Possible insights for PICTs on resilience planning
• We need planning, not plans 

• with all that means for funding programs not just projects, and building regional capacity for 
ongoing planning

• Regional models but jurisdictional solutions – best practice models e.g. FRDP

• Where we are now?
• Information for situational awareness – widest set of stakeholders, vulnerabilities and 

capabilities. This has to be ongoing
• Current trajectories – no facts about the future but better and worse processes for exploring 

it in a useful way, growing range of tools for risk assessments, scenario analysis

• Where do want to go? Vision and goals
• Energy access remains the key objective for many PICTs
• Goals on how you do it (principles) as well as outcomes – community oriented following 

subsidiarity (go as local as you can while consistent with resolution
• Integration with water, health, telecommunications and other key infrastructure goals

• How do we get there?
• Inclusive planning processes – whole of government and beyond, private sector, community –

integrated with other key infrastructure, emergency response planning
• Integrated across supply and demand, grid vs mini-grid vs stand-alone solutions
• Appropriate autonomy and accountability for decision makers
• Strategy to initiatives to programs to projects
• Ongoing review processes – for situation, goals and principles, actions
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